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The Enroliment Brief: Demographic Changes and Increased Competition

If you have been skeptical about American demographic
changes and the resulting decline in college enroliment,
review the latest United States Census Bureau statistics.
Released Sept. 24, 2014, the report shows a historic drop in
college enroliments:

« A one-year decline of more than 460,000 students

» A two-year decline in enroliment of 930,000 students,
called "larger than any college enroliment drop before
the recent recession”

These decreases follow a period of significant growth
between 2006 and 2011 when the number of enrolled
students climbed by more than 3.2 million. Many have
theorized that the slow economy drove students back to the
classroom in an environment where jobs were scarce.

While the headlines are arresting, it's worth spending time
reviewing the details:

» Two-year institutions are affected most: Enroliment
dropped 10 percent at two-year colleges, while it rose
modestly (1 percent) at four-year institutions.

« Latino enroliment has stagnated: Enroliment by
students from Latino backgrounds was flat last year,
after an increase of 1 million students over the previous
five years (2007 to 2012).

» Declines cut across age levels: The change in
enroliment for students 21 and younger fell at about the

same rate as for students 25 and older.
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These shifts should not come as a surprise. In their 2013
edition of Knocking at the College Door, the Western
Interstate Commission for Higher Education reiterated their
long-standing prediction that a decrease in high school
graduates will result in stiffer competition for recent high
school graduates.

How to Cope with Changing Demographics

While the trends are sobering, there are glimmers of positive
news. The past year saw a continued increase in the
percentage of students from recent graduating classes going
on to college. This increase in college-going rates will not, on
its own, offset declining enroliments, but it does point the way
to strategies you can employ on your campus:

« Learn from other institutions: The University of
California system recently announced that it has
admitted more Latino students (29 percent of the
admitted class) than whites (27 percent) for the 2014
academic year.

* Review your student search strategy: Leverage the
solutions available in College Board Search to make
sure your search orders are targeted and strategic.
Enrollment Planning Service™ can help you better
understand today's shifting market.

 Build strategies for increasing student diversity:
Information from the Access and Diversity
Collaborative can help you build access and next-
generation diversity goals in ethical, legally sound
ways.

« Communicate your strengths: Place your net price
calculator prominently on your website, and consider a
variety of other tools to help prospective students
understand everything your institution has to offer.

News and Events

In-Person College Board Search Training Available This
Fall

The College Board's experts in admission and enrollment
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management will offer workshops on how to use College
Board Search for strategic enroliment planning. Register
today.

Higher Education Colloquium 2015
Jan. 10-12, 2015, Delray Beach, Fla.

Gather with other leaders for serious thinking and spirited
dialogue concerning critical issues facing our field. You will
return to the office with key insights that will inform your work
and decisions for the coming year and beyond. Register
today.

College Board Regional Forums
January—February 2015

Join other education professionals to share insights and best
practices on improving college completion rates, using
assessments to increase college and career readiness,
delivering rigorous and advanced course work effectively, and
increasing access to opportunity for diverse student
populations. Register today.

Sincerely,

Sheryl Sobiesiak
Senior Director, Higher Education Services
Middle States Regional Office
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